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The Para rubber tree (Hevea brasi-
liensis) is a perennial plant originated
from Amazon river’s low-relying area in
Brazil, South America. The prime rubber
plantation is located on the Malay pe-
ninsular where weather and geography
feature are suitable. Therefore, the region
has been a popular area for the rubber
plantation since 1882. The natural rubber
is recognized as a prime raw material for
tyre, glove, condom, sole of shoes and auto
part productions, for instance. During the
World War 11, many roads were inacces-
sible, including those used to transport
natural rubbers. Severe scarcity of the
natural rubber were felt all over. Thus, a
syntactic rubber research was imple-
mented by using byproduct a petroleum
production.

Both natural and synthetic rubbers are
thoroughly essential for those industries
relevant with rubber materials and indis-
pensable as they are often used together in
many products to optimize the production
satisfaction. In many cases, they are found

as substitutes of each others. Due to
~the production, the natural rubber is
= environmentally friendly while the
e . synthetic rubber production is costly
and harmful to the environment.
However, the production and ap-
plication of the synthetic rubber
is more balanced than that of the
natural rubber; therefore, a price
fluctuation is unlikely compared
with that of the natural rubber.

The synthetic rubber products
nroduced bv several countries have
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steadily increased from 10.88 million
tons in 2002 to 12.81 million tons in 2003.
China was the biggest user with a produc-
tion of 2.33 million tons of synthetic while
the US and Japans were the second and
the third ones who came up with the syn-
thetic rubber consumption at2.31 million
tons and 1.65 million tons respectively.
In the meantime, the demand of synthetic
rubber has risen continuously although
the shrinking demand dampened by the
world’s economic downturn was reported
during the two recent years. The synthetic
rubber volume rose from 10.88 million
tons in 2002 to 12.59 million tons in 2008.
China still remained the top synthetic
rubber user with 3.48 million tons while
the US and Japan were the second and the
third in place for 1.73 milliontons and 1.14
tons respectively.

The Thai Rubber Association is fully
aware of the importance of information
relevant with the synthetic rubber deve-
lopment across the world because there
has been a significant consequence against
the natural rubber. We will be gleaning
news and information related and keeping
you abreast of any information relevant

_ with the synthetic rubber further. [{
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