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The National Innovation Agency (NiA) proposed cancer-

free food packaging alternative made of bagasse which is
easily degraded, different from petrochemical plastics which
contains all kinds of cancer-causing substances.

With all kinds of plastics packaging that the consumers
are acquainted of, it is with high probability that various kinds
of hazardous substance contained within consumers’ be
released and contaminate food and consequently harm health.

These substances include ‘styrene monomer’, which
can be found in all kinds of foams and certain kinds of plastics.
This substance increases the probability of breast cancer
and prostate gland cancer, causing hormone abnormality,
thyroid gland problems, menstruation in women, affects fetus's
kromozome in pregnant women, causing platelet black,
abnormality of lymphatic gland. Moreover, it will affect
nervous system, causing fatigue, moody and insomnia.

‘Di-oxin’ that is found in certain kinds of plastics can
cause cancer in lung, ulcer, liver, lymph gland, affecting
reproduction system, causing decrease of sperm in men,
causing abnormality of ovary and uterus in women. Infants
of women who are infected with this substance at a substantial
amount risks with retardation at birth.

Vynin Choride Monomer which is found in certain
plastics, especially in PVC, also affects human health. It can
cause liver cancer and it will contaminate food more if it is
used for frozen, cold or hot food packaging, micro-waved,
or when used with greasy food.

Moreover, both foams and plastics are difficult to be
disposed of as it will take hundreds of years to degrade them.
If cremateq, its gas will be toxicant and environmentally
harmful. Many countries have now doubled their taxations
on foams and these kinds of plastics.

Lately, the NiA and the Bio-degradable Packaging for
Environment Company Limited has jointly pushed the
materialization of cancer-free bagasse packaging which is
safe from cancer-causing agent and can be dsgraded within
45 days after bury. There are altogether 27 kinds of packaging,
i.e. plates, bowls, cups and glasses, etc. The production
capacity is 200-million pieces annually using 3,000-million
tons of bagasse. The cost of product is ThaiBaht1.80-2.00
per piece.

Medical Doctor Veerachat Kittiratanapaiboon, the
Managing Director of the Packaging Company said that
bassage is used because of its texture for extrusion, ideal for
quality packaging and also there are ample supply of bassage
in'the country of as much as 500,000 tons gach year. Lastly,
the finished packaging can be used with safely in ovens and
mrcrowave»...qu;t Q@sﬂbgﬁe!wut for éate i Teg:o Louts bath
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